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for all men, for everything." All men are united by universal
sympathy, and the villainy of any one man has repercussions
on the rest. Evil is not confined to single criminal and his
direct victim; it spreads like a grease spot. Those who un-
consciously desire evil are affected by it even if they do no
evil, and those who have realized such desires in themselves
without condemning them also suffer. Even those who know
nothing of crime are mysteriously accomplices in it.
We are all responsible, defiled, unhappy. We have stolen
with the burglar whose face we do not know, we have mur-
dered with the parricide about whom we read in the news-
papers, raped with the lewd, cursed with the blasphemous.
Each of us bends under the sin of the world. And yet all of
us will be saved. Zosima says, "Man cannot commit a sin that
can exhaust God's infinite love. Believe that God loves you
more than you can conceive, that He loves you in your sin
and with your sin. . . . If you love, you belong to God. Love
redeems everything, saves everything."
Zosima does not summon the believer to embrace rigorous
monastic rule, to practice asceticism, to whimper with con-
trition. He asks men only to admit their faults and to love.
What matters is not the result achieved, but the effort to
achieve it. When the proud man bows his head, he is closer
to God than the lackey who falls on his knees, because the
proud man has had to struggle with himself in order to offer
to God this sign of human modesty, while the lackey pros-
trates himself by habit.
"Do what you can, and it will be taken into account. . . .
That which seems to you wicked in you is purified by the
very fact that you have realized it. ... At the moment
when you realize with horror that despite your efforts you
are not only no closer to your goal, but have moved away